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 I. The Calling of the Church                             Chapt. 1-21 

  A. Prologue                                         1:1-2 

    1. Paul an Apostle of Christ Jesus                         1:1a 

    2. Paul writes to the faithful saints at Ephesus                  1:1b 

    3. Paul’s salutation of grace and peace                      1:2 

 

  B. Praise for God’s planned spiritual blessings                   1:3-14 

    1. The provision of spiritual blessings                       1:3 

    2. The basis of spiritual blessings                         1:4-14 

      a. He chose us in Christ                             1:4 

      b. He predestined us through Christ                      1:5 

      c. He bestowed Christ’s grace on us                      1:6 

      d. He redeemed us through Christ’s blood                  1:7-8 

      e. He made known the mystery of Christ’s will               1:9-10a 

      f.  He gave us an inheritance                          1:10b-11 

        (1)  We are the first to hope in Christ                   1:12a 

        (2)  We should be to the praise of His glory               1:12b 

      g. He sealed us in Him with the Holy Spirit                 1:13 

      h. He gave us the Holy Spirit as a pledge  of our inheritance       1:14 

 

  C. Prayer for wisdom and revelation                          1:15-23 

    1. Commendation                                   1:15 

    2. Supplication                                     1:16-23 

      a. Paul prays and gives thanks for these believers             1:16 

      b. Paul prays for their spiritual growth                    1:17 

        (1)  That they should know the hope of His calling           1:18a 

        (2)  That they should know the riches of His inheritance       1:18b 

        (3)  That they should know the greatness of His power        1:19a 

      c. Paul references God’s strength and might                 1:19b-23 

        (1)  God demonstrates His power in Christ                1:19b-20a 

        (2)  God raised Christ from the dead                   1:20b 

        (3)  God seated Christ at His right hand                  1:20c 

        (4)  God placer Christ above the angels                  1:21 

        (5)  God subjected all things to Christ                   1:22a 

        (6)  God gave Christ to be the head of the church            1:22b-23 

 

  D. Our new position individually                           2:1-10 

    1. Our old position: Dead to God                          2:1-3 

      a. You were dead in the trespasses and sins                 2:1 

      b. You walked according to the worldly system               2:2a 

      c. You walked according to the ruler of the world             2:2b 

      d. We also lived controlled by our old sin nature              2:3a 
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      e. We were all by nature children of wrath                  2:3b 

    2. The new position: Alive in God                         2:4-10 

      a. God made us alive together with Christ                  2:4-5 

      b. God raised us up with Christ                         2:6a 

      c. God seated us with Christ in the heavenly places            2:6b 

      d. God will demonstrate His grace toward us in Christ          2:7-10 

        (1)  We are saved by grace                         2:8a 

        (2)  We are saved by faith                          2:8b 

        (3)  We cannot save ourself                         2:8c 

        (4)  We are saved as a gift of God                     2:8d 

        (5)  We are not saved by works                       2:9 

        (6)  We are the workmanship of God                   2:10a 

        (7)  We are re-created in Christ for good works             2:10b 

        (8)  We are to walk in good works                     2:10c 

 

  E. Our new position corporately                            2:11-22 

    1. Statement of the union                              2:11-13 

      a. Gentiles were called “Uncircumcision”                  2:11 

      b. Gentiles were separated from Israel                    2:12a 

      c. Gentiles had no covenant of promise                    2:12b 

      d. Gentiles were without hope and without God              2:12c 

      e. Gentiles came near to God by the blood of Christ            2:14 

    2. Explanation of the union                             2:14-18 

      a. Jesus Christ is our peace                           2:14 

      b. Jesus Christ abolished the barrier between Jew and Gentile      2:15 

      c. Jesus Christ reconciled both into one body through His cross     2:16 

      d. Jesus Christ preached peace to both groups                2:17 

      e. Both groups have access to the Father in one Spirit           2:18 

    3. Consequence of the union                            2:19-22 

      a. Gentiles are now fellow-citizens with the saints of Israel       2:19a 

      b. Gentiles are now part of God’s household                2:19b 

      c. God’s household is built upon a foundation                2:20 

        (1)  The Apostles and prophets                       2:20a 

        (2)  Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone               2:20b 

      d. The whole building is fitted together in Christ              2:21a 

      e. The whole building is growing into a holy temple in the Lord    2:21b 

      f.  You are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit   2:22 

 

  F. Parenthetical expansion of the mystery                      3:1-13 

    1. Introduction                                     3:1 

    2. The mystery                                     3:2-6 

      a. Paul received the stewardship of God’s grace              3:2 

      b. Paul calls this stewardship “the mystery”                 3:3 

      c. Paul references his insight into this as the “mystery of Christ”    3:4 


